
The news headlines of layoffs and rising unemployment rates scattered throughout this report

sum up the difficult economic times facing our community. Over the past year, Operation ABLE

has seen the real life impact of unemployment on mid-career and older workers and has been

responding to this challenge.

Job seekers are turning to Operation ABLE in record high numbers. Laid off workers aged 40 and

over must find new jobs quickly so they can meet their basic needs for food, clothing, shelter and

health care. Because of reduced family income, some have lost their homes, and many have

faced drastic reductions in health care coverage.

ABLE’s Response

To meet the challenge of helping the growing ranks of mid-career and older job seekers, 

ABLE is constantly developing new programs and securing additional funding.

We are proud of several new initiatives that were launched this past year to help job seekers 

not only find jobs but also keep them. 

• With the support of the Hudson-Webber Foundation and in partnership with Kelly Services,

ABLE began a 3-year pilot project targeting chronically unemployed Detroiters. 

• The Thompson-McCully Foundation provided ABLE with a multi-year grant to assist 

job seekers facing multiple barriers to successful employment.

• Funding from the Partnership for Adult Learning allowed us to help job seekers 

improve their reading and math skills.

Our strength lies in the core services we offer. These include the City of Detroit-funded programs

for dislocated and older workers, Empowerment Zone assistance for unemployed Detroit residents,

and help provided by SBC Ameritech and Bank One for those who do not fit public guidelines 

for assistance.  Once again the Michigan Office of Services to the Aging provided major financial

support for ABLE’s annual “Ability is Ageless” award luncheon and our annual job fair.

This report provides further information about ABLE’s programs, services and events 

as well as examples of the people we help.

Your Response

We are deeply grateful for the support received this past year from the public agencies, 

foundations, companies and individuals that allowed ABLE to respond to the needs of 

mature workers and the business community.  ABLE is equipped to serve but relies on 

public and private funding to help the hundreds of jobless who come to us for assistance. 

Please join us in responding to this challenge.

Sincerely,

Shirley Stancato Karen Kosniewski
Chair President

Board of Directors

Dear Friends:
Major Public,
Foundation, Corporate
and Individual
Supporters

City of Detroit Employment 
& Training Department

City of Detroit Planning &
Development Department

Michigan Department of
Community Health Office 
of Services to the Aging

Oakland County Workforce
Development Division

ACO Hardware

Bank One

CAPE Health Plan

Comerica Incorporated

Ford Motor Company

Luella Hannan Memorial
Foundation

Hudson-Webber Foundation

Paul & Ellen Hughes-Cromwick

Kelly Services, Inc.

The Kroger Co.

Lear Corporation

The Lorr Corporation

The McGregor Fund

SBC Ameritech

Thompson-McCully Foundation

WDIV-TV Local 4

WWJ Newsradio 950

Corporate &
Organizational Donors
AAA Michigan

Abraham & Gaffney, P.C.

ADP TotalSource

Adult Well-Being Services

American Axle & 
Manufacturing, Inc.

Arco Construction

Awards Incorporated

Banner Lumber Company

Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan

BorgWarner Air/Fluid Systems

Operation ABLE wishes to thank the many corporations,

foundations, organizations, public agencies and 

individuals who support our work.

Brulin Corporation

Catholic Social Services 
of Monroe County

Cintas Corporation

Citigroup Foundation

Cooley High School– 
North Wing

COTS

Damman Hardware

Detroit Urban League

Detroit Athletic Club

Detroit Heading LLC

Evangelical Homes 
of Michigan

Focus: HOPE

The FOURMIDABLE Group

The Gerus Family

Gleaners Community 
Food Bank

HarleyEllis

Hawkins Food Group

Henry Ford Health System

Henry The Hatter

Holiday Inn - Dearborn

Jewish Family Service

The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society

Madonna University

Maldaver Company, Inc.

Manpower Metro Detroit &
Resource Consulting Group

Matrix Theatre Company

Mutual of America

National City Bank

New Detroit, Inc.

Oakland Livingston 
Human Service Agency

Optimal Robotics Corporation

Pepsi Cola

Peterson Spring

Presbyterian Village East

Professional Skills, Inc.

Right Management
Consultants

The Senior Alliance

SERCO

Spalding DeDecker Associates

Spectrum Human Services

St. Joseph’s Mercy 
of Macomb Hospital

The Technicom Group

ThermaMatrix

Tim Hortons

Tomra

Transpak, Inc.

Valassis Communications, Inc

Visiting Nurse Association 
of Southeastern Michigan

Wade-Trim

Wolverine Packing

Woodhaven Retirement
Community

Individual Donors

Karen Adams

Marcia Allen

Steven S. Armstrong

Raymond Barker

William & Shirley Belluomo

Stanley Berger

Jan Bice

Don Bridenstine

Richard A. Calmes

Kay Carlson

Gloria Childs

Gregory Clark

Camille Colatosti

Morton & Marilynn Collins

Mattie Conoway

Lorenzo Davis

Cathy DiNicola

Blondell Doughty

Joseph Easa

Deborah Ebers

Marsha Feyer

Patricia Fletcher

Phillip Floyd

Jim Forrest

Jerry Gierhart

Joel Gibson

Gloria Graydon

Peter Higbie

Dorothy Holloway

John & Elaine Hretz

Polly Jantzen

Gwendolyn Johnson

Michael Kelliher

Katharine A. Kennedy

Raymond A. Ketchledge

Toni Knechtges, SPHR

John & Karen Kosniewski

Marion Kyte

LaRita LaViolette

Jack Liang

Troy Lindsey

Henry Lonnerstater

Laura Major

Marie Mangus

Caroline Marsalese

Caryl Jo Maurer

Mary Pat McDougall

Shiela Dietz McKinnon

Anne Mlejnek

Paul Nguyen

Nancy O’ Malley

James A. Perun

Nancy L. Porterfield

Max Powell

Gordon Promo

Susan Purrenhage

Maria Simonte

Francine Sims

Shirley R. Stancato

Forrest O. Strand

Shirley Sutton

Linda Threatt

Bonnie Townsend

Judy Vindici

Jack Vint

William Weatherston

Mel Weinberg

Marianne Wildstrom

Alfred Wilson

Alfredia J. Wyatt-Brown

William Yagerlener

L. Zachariah

Contributors 2001
Listed here are contributors of gifts received 

between January 1 and December 31, 2001.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR

Shirley R. Stancato
New Detroit, Inc.

VICE CHAIR

Gregory Clark
SBC Ameritech

SECRETARY

Polly Jantzen
Right Management Consultants 

TREASURER

Troy Lindsey
George W. Smith & Company

Marcia R. Allen
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Steven S. Armstrong
Kelly Services, Inc.

Stanley Berger
Berger Realty

Curtis B. Blessing
Curtis B. Blessing, P.C.

Deborah Ebers
Ebers & Associates

Cheryl Fallen
Bank One

Nanette Forris
DTE Energy

Joel Gibson
St. Joseph’s Mercy of Macomb

Ellen L. Hughes-Cromwick, Ph.D.
Ford Motor Company

Raymond A. Ketchledge

Toni Knechtges, SPHR
A.S.K. Consulting Group, LLC

Mark S. Lee
The Auto Club Group

Jack Liang

Gail Wambsgans
American Axle & Manufacturing

William V. Weatherston
The Salvation Army

HONORARY DIRECTORS

Richard A. Calmes

Dorothy E. Deremo, R.N.

Richard T. Lindgren

Neal Shine

Forrest O. Strand, C.A.E

Bonnie Townsend

Karen Kosniewski
President, Operation ABLE

ABLE Responds


